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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1,312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with James Milton on June 19^^ 2006. 

CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1.-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a call control component that sets a call category for a call to indicate that the call 
terminates at an announcement server component prior to connection with a called 
communication device: 

wherein upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server 
component, the call control component drops the answer message based on the call 
category: and 

wherein the call control component determines to not update a billing record 
associated with the call based on the answer message from the announcement server 
component: and 

wherein the call terminates at the announcement server component and the 
called communication device, wherein the call control component accepts an answer 
message from the called communication device; and 

Th e apparatus of claim 2, wherein the call control component drops the answer 
message from the announcement server component to prevent an initiation of billing for 
the call based on the answer message from the announcement server component; and 
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wherein the call control component initiates the billing for the call upon receipt of 
the answer message from the called communication device. 

4. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a call control component that sets a call category for a call to indicate that the call 
terminates at an announcement server component prior to connection with a called 
communication device: 

wherein upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server 
component, the call control component drops the answer message based on the call 
category: and 

wherein the call control component determines to not update a billing record 
associated with the call based on the answer message from the announcement server 

component: and 

Th e appar a tus of c l a i m 1, wherein the call control component receives the call 
and sends a signaling message associated with the call to the announcement server 
component to involve the announcement server component on the call; and 

wherein the announcement server component plays an announcement for a 
calling communication device of the call and sends the answer message to the call 
control component, and wherein the call control component detemiines to not process 
the answer message from the announcement server component based on the call 
category. 



5. - 6. (Canceled) 
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7. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a call control component that sets a call category for a call to indicate that the call 
terminates at an announcement server component prior to connection with a called 
communication device: 

wherein upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server 
component, the call control component drops the answer message based on the call 
categon/: and 

wherein the call control component determines to not update a billing record 
associated with the call based on the answer message from the announcement server 
component: and 

wherein a calling communication device initiates the call to the called 
communication device, and wherein the announcement server component comprises a 
customized ringback tone component; and 

wherein the call control component determines that the call meets one or more 
customized ringback tone criteria set bv a user of the called communication device and 
sets the call category to indicate that the call terminates at the customized ringback tone 
component: and 

Th e apparatus of cla i m 6, wherein the customized ringback tone component 
sends the answer message to the call control component and plays a preselected 
ringback tone to the calling communication device prior to answer by the called 
communication device; and 

wherein the call control component determines to not process the answer 
message to prevent billing for the call while the customized ringback tone component 
plays the preselected ringback tone to the calling communication device. 



8. (Canceled) 
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9. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a call control component that sets a call category for a call to indicate that the call 
terminates at an announcement server component prior to connection with a called 
communication device: 

wherein upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server 
component, the call control component drops the answer message based on the call 
category: and 

wherein the call control component determines to not update a billing record 
associated with the call based on the answer message from the announcement server 
component: and 

The apparatus of cla i m 1, wherein the billing record comprises an automatic 
messaging account billing record associated with one or more of the calling 
communication device and the called communication device. 

10. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 9 [[1]], wherein the call 
control component comprises a control subcomponent and a switching subcomponent. 
and wherein the call category comprises a calling party category; and 

wherein the control subcomponent determines that the call terminates at the 
announcement server component prior to connection with the called communication 
device; and 

wherein the control subcomponent sends a call setup message to the switching 
subcomponent, and wherein the control subcomponent sets the calling party category in 
the call setup message to a value that indicates that the call terminates at the 
announcement server component prior to connection with the called communication 
device. 
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11. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the switching 
subcomponent employs the calling party category to determine whether to process 
incoming answer messages from the announcement server component; and 

wherein the switching subcomponent checks the calling party category and if the 
calling party category is set to the value that indicates that the call terminates at the 
announcement server component, then the switching subcomponent determines to not 
alert the control subcomponent of the answer message to prevent the control 
subcomponent from updating a billing record associated with the call based on the 
answer message from the announcement server component. 

12. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a call control component that sets a call categorv for a call to indicate that the call 
terminates at an announcement server component prior to connection with a called 
communication device: 

wherein upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server 
component, the call control component drops the answer message based on the call 
categorv: and 

wherein the call control component determines to not update a billing record 
associated with the call based on the answer message from the announcement server 
component: and 

Th e apparatus of c l a i m 1 , wherein a carrier trunk supports the answer message 
between the announcement server component and the call control component, and 
wherein upon receipt of the answer message from the announcement server 
component, the call control component employs the call category to detemnine to not 
initiate billing for the call based on the answer message. 



13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a call category for a call to indicate that the call terminates at an 
announcement server component prior to connection with a called communication 
device: and 

preventing an initiation of billing for the call upon receipt of an answer message 
from the announcement server component based on the call category, wherein a call 
control component determines to not update a billing record associated with the call 
based on the answer message from the announcement server component: and 

Th e m e thod of cla i m 13, wherein the step of setting the call category for the call 
to indicate that the call terminates at the announcement server component prior to 
connection with the called communication device comprises the steps of: 

querying a home location register for an indication of whether the call will employ 
the announcement server component; 

determining from the indication that the call terminates at an announcement 
server component prior to connection with a called communication device; and 

setting the call category to a value that indicates the call temriinates at the 
announcement server component. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a call category for a call to indicate that the call terminates at an 
announcement server component prior to connection with a called communication 
device: and 

preventing an initiation of billing for the call upon receipt of an answer message 
from the announcement server component based on the call category: 

wherein the call category comprises a calling party category, and wherein the 
step of setting the call category for the call to indicate that the call terminates at the 
announcement server component prior to connection with the called communication 
device comprises the steps of: 
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determining that the call terminates at the announcement server component prior 
to connection with the called communication device: and 

sending a call setup message with the calling partv cateaorv in the call setup 
message set to a value that alerts a switch component for the call to drop the answer 
message from the announcement server component; and 

Th e m e thod of c l aim 15, wherein the step of preventing the initiation of billing for 
the call upon receipt of the answer message from the announcement server component 
based on the call category comprises the step of: 

determining to not update a billing record associated with the call for the answer 
message from the announcement server component based on the calling party category 
being set to the value. 

17. (Currently amended) A m e thod, compr i s i ng th e steps of: 

s e tt i ng a ca l l category for a ca ll to i nd i cat e that th e ca l l terminat e s at an 

a nnounc e m e nt s e rv e r compon e nt prior to conn e ct i on w i th a ca lle d commun i cat i on 

dev i c e ; and 

prevent i ng an in i t i ation of b ill ing for th e ca ll upon r e c ei pt of an answer mossago 
from th e announcomont sorvor compon e nt based on th e ca l l cat e gory; 

The method of claim 14. wherein the step of preventing the initiation of billing for 
the call upon receipt of the answer message from the announcement server component 
based on the call category comprises the steps of: 

checking the call category upon receipt of the answer message from the 
announcement server component; and 

dropping the answer message if the call category is set to a value that indicates 
the call terminates at the announcement server component. 
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18. (Currently amended) A m e thod, compr i s i ng the st e ps of: 

s e tt i ng a ca l l cat e gory for a ca l l to i nd i cate that the ca l l term i nat e s at an 
announc e m e nt s e rver component pr i or to connoct i on w i th a ca l l e d communication 
d e v i c e ; and 

pr e v e nt i ng an i n i t ia tion of b illi ng for th e cal l upon r e c e ipt of an answ e r m e ssage 
from the announc e m e nt s e rv e r compon e nt bas e d on th e ca ll cat e gory; 

The method of claim 14, wherein the step of preventing the initiation of billing for 
the call upon receipt of the answer message from the announcement server component 
based on the call category comprises the steps of: 

dropping the answer message from the announcement server component to 
prevent an initiation of billing for the call based on the answer message from the 
announcement server component; and 

accepting an answer message from the called communication device to initiate 
the billing for the call upon receipt of the answer message from the called 
communication device. 

19. (Previously presented) A method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a call category for a call to indicate that the call terminates at an 
announcement server component prior to connection with a called communication 
device; and 

preventing an initiation of billing for the call upon receipt of an answer message 
from the announcement server component based on the call category; 

wherein a calling communication device initiates the call to the called 
communication device, wherein the announcement server component comprises a 
customized ringback tone component; 
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wherein the step of setting the call category for the call to indicate that the call 
terminates at the announcement server component prior to connection with the called 
communication device comprises the steps of: 

detemiining that the call meets one or more customized ringback tone criteria set 
by a user of the called communication device; and 

setting the call category to indicate that the call terminates at the customized 
ringback tone component; 

wherein the customized ringback tone component sends the answer message to 
the call control component and plays a preselected ringback tone to the calling 
communication device prior to answer by the called communication device; 

wherein the step of preventing the initiation of billing for the call upon receipt of 
the answer message from the announcement server component based on the call 
category comprises the step of: 

determining to not process the answer message to prevent billing for the call 
while the customized ringback tone component plays the preselected ringback tone to 
the calling communication device. 

20. (Currently amended) An article, comprising: 
one or more computer-readable signal-bearing media; 

means in the one or more media for setting a call category for a call to indicate 
that the call terminates at an announcement server component prior to connection with 
a called communication device; and 

means in the one or more media for preventing an initiation of billing for the call 
upon receipt of an answer message from the announcement server component based 
on the call category; 

wherein a call control component determines to not update a billing record 
associated with the call based on the answer message from the announcement server 
component; and 
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wherein the means in the one or more media for preventing the initiation of billing 
for the call upon receipt of the answer message from the announcement server 
component based on the call category comprises: 

means in the one or more media for checking the call category upon receipt of 
the answer message from the announcement server component: and 

means in the one or more media for dropping the answer message if the call 
category is set to a value that indicates the call terminates at the announcement server 
component . 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. D'Agosta whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7862. The examiner can nomially be reached on M-F, Sam to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen^ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




